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The main aim of the UNESCO Chair is to create a unit to encourage 
applied research, teaching, and specialist surveys on topics 
relating to Sustainable Development and Environmental 
Education, from an inter-disciplinary viewpoint examining natural 
sciences, and also social sciences and techniques. 
Research and other activities promoted by the Chair are focused 
on understanding and resolution of problems related to 
sustainable development in the Basque Country. 
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NATURE AND HUMAN WELL-BEING LINKAGES ARE CRUCIAL FOR OUR SOCIETY; 
 THEREFORE, OUR ACTIVITIES ARE FOCUSED ON REINFORCING THESE LINKAGES 

THROUGH RESEARCH, EDUCATION, PARTICIPATION AND COLLABORATION

Our UNESCO Chair´s experiences 
contribute to Sustainable Development 
Goals (SDG) in many ways. Here we 
present the most relevant ones classified 
in different areas of work:

RESEARCH:ECOSYSTEM 
SERVICES ASSESSMENT
One contribution that our UNESCO Chair 
makes to the SDG is in relation to Life on 
Land and Climate Action (Goals 13 and 15). 
We have designed and implemented the 
project Ecosystem Services Assessment in 

the Basque Country (Spain), currently 
active. In this project, we research on 
Ecosystem Services (ES), from the supply 
to the demand-sides, developing a 
methodological approach that takes into 
account natural, social and economical 
dimensions. Diverse research lines are 
carried out during the process (e.g. 
mapping ecosystems services, analyzing 
social perceptions), whose results are 
combined to help identify response 
options for sustainable development.

The ES assessment approach is very useful 
to integrate the environmental factor in 
the diagnostic of urban system and to find 
solutions for improving social-ecological 
resilience. In this framework we also 
contribute to experiences in relation to 
Sustainable Cities (Goal 11). Currently we 
are developing different projects on urban 
ecology, inspired by the idea that Nature 
based solutions are necessary to get 
resilient cities.

Relevant policy implementations of the 
results of this broad research are already 
taking place in the Basque Country thanks 
to the collaborative mechanisms between 
science, society and management.



EDUCATION: MASTER 
DEGREE ON ENVIRONMENT 
AND SUSTAINABILITY 
In relation to the SDG of Education (Goal 
4), we offer a Master on Environment and 
Sustainability (60 ECTs) at the University of 
the Basque Country. This course has been 
offered for eight editions (2009-2016). The 
master aims to train people on 
sustainability, with an interdisciplinary 
and critical perspective on knowledge 
aimed at solving real problems.

From a transdisciplinary approach, this 
master offers not only knowledge but also 
motivations, attitudes and values to 
achieve solutions to the existing problems 
of unsustainability in our society.

Besides, we held several specific 
educational courses and participatory 
workshops with key target agents, making 
use of the existing working network and 
reinforcing our integrative methodological 
approach.

PARTNERSHIPS: 
COLLABORATION WITH 
POLICY MAKERS AND 
SOCIETY
As mentioned above, we e apply an 
integrative approach that enhances the 
link between science, policy-making and 
society. This working approach may give 
insight on effective governance 
instruments that would contribute to the 
sustainable development goals.

All these transdisciplinary processes 
facilitate the creation of synergies and win-
win solutions towards the achievement of 
sustainable development goals.





