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COURSE

25314 - History and Culture in English 6Credits, ECTS:

Degree

Cycle

Year

Faculty

COURSE GUIDE 2022/23

130 - Faculty of Arts

GINGLE10 - Bachelor`s Degree in English Studies

.

Second year

COURSE DESCRIPTION

This course is offered in the first term of the second year of English Studies. Its main goal is to provide students with an 
overview of some relevant historical events of the two most influential English-speaking countries (Great Britain and the 
United States), in an attempt to observe how these contributed to the creation, development and transmission of the 
national identity of both countries. Subsequently, students will have the opportunity to discuss about different aspects of 
the socio-political, educational, cultural and artistic life of the two countries, through the study and analysis of texts of 
diverse nature and characteristics. The essence of the course will be completely interdisciplinary, even if we will base our 
classes in the cinematic portrayals of several sociocultural issues. 


COMPETENCIES/LEARNING RESULTS FOR THE SUBJECT

This subject belongs to the M04 Fundamentos de Literatura Inglesa Module. Specifically it contributes to the achievement 
of module competences (these are adapted from the Literature Module ones. However, the nature of the texts used in this 
subject is more diverse: literature, cinema, media, etc.)





M04CM01- To understand the English language and to use it properly  through the  reading of different (literary) texts.

M04CM02- To analyze literature written (texts) in English, exploring the interaction of  the (literary) texts with the cultural 
and historical context in English-speaking  countries. 

M04CM03- To understand, analyze and interpret critically (literature) texts in  English, using adequate text analysis 
techniques and to transmit and  discuss it in groups and individually. 

M04CM04- To understand the role of (literature) texts of diverse nature in the creation  of personal  and collective ideas 
related to fields of general interest, such as  history, social relations or gender. 





Final achievement of the module competences above entails the fulfilment of the degree competences:



G001- To be able to produce and understand any type of oral and written text in  English.

G002- To know the history, civilization and culture of the English-speaking countries.

G004- To understand, analyse and interpret English literature and to be able to  evaluate critically texts and documents in 
English.

G007- To be able to relate the specific knowledge of the degree with other areas and  disciplines and to transmit that 
knowledge in further studies in order to favour  conciliatory and tolerant attitudes towards multilingual and multicultural  
diversity.

G008-To be able to work autonomously and in teams, making use of the techniques  and tools acquired.

G009- To be able to transmit the knowledge acquired in different academic contexts to  be used in diverse professional 
contexts. 







LEARNING OUTCOMES 

In this course students can: 



&#8226; Identify the major historical events of Britain and the United States, and understand the cultural reality of both 
countries.

&#8226; Identify the socio-cultural and historical reality of both countries from the critical reading.

&#8226; Analyze the proposed texts critically by means of using different sources, and express individual critical thoughts 
correctly in their written and oral production.

&#8226; Use diverse strategies for the written and oral defense of one&#8217;s critical ideas in the context of group work, 
using different bibliographical sources and relating them to the proposed works.

&#8226; Develop individual and group research strategies in multidisciplinary and varied topics. 

&#8226; Think critically about issues of general interest both in to the personal and communal spheres, and understand 
the role of literature and arts for the construction and deconstruction of social and cultural identities. 
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Evaluation tools and percentages of final mark

CONTENIDOS TEÓRICO-PRÁCTICOS

&#8226; History

&#8226; Government and Politics

&#8226; The Social Services

o Education

o Healthcare

o Social Services: Employment, Unemployment, Retirement

&#8226; Some sociocultural issues

o GB: Multiculturalism 

o USA: Ethnicity and ethnic relationships 

o GB: the influence of Colonialism. GB and Europe

o USA: US International Relationships

o USA: Moral Issues. Violence and weapons: The Death Penalty

o GB: The Media, Sports and Leisure

o USA: The Media, Sports and Leisure


TEACHING METHODS
The course is intended as a fully practical one. Students will be assigned some tasks for the class. (Coming to class 
means you have done your task and are ready to work). The class will be divided into different groups that will work on 
different guided aspects. These groups will work on a presentation which will deal with the history or the social services of 
a particular country/period. In it, they not only have to give an overview of the historical context, but also, they have to offer
some insgihts on the art, literature and culture of said particular period.

Similarly, the groups will have to work on different aspects of what we call "big cultural themes" with the aim of 
constructing a glossary, discussing critical issues in class, and developing strategies for the achievement of critical writing 
and speaking skills.

TYPES OF TEACHING

Legend: M: Lecture-based S: Seminar GA: Applied classroom-based groups

GL: Applied laboratory-based groups GO: Applied computer-based groups GCL: Applied clinical-based groups

TA: Workshop TI: Industrial workshop GCA: Applied fieldwork  groups

M S GA GL GO GCL TA TI GCA

40 20

60 30

Types of teaching

Hours of face-to-face teaching

Horas de Actividad No Presencial del Alumno/a

Evaluation methods

 - Continuous evaluation
 - End-of-course evaluation

The type of assessment is continuos. It will be based on: 



GROUP PRESENTATIONS (10%)

INDIVIDUAL ORAL PERFORMANCE (10%)

INDIVIDUAL WRITTEN ESSAYS (4/5) (70%)

CONTENT TESTS (4)- 10%





Withdrawal from the Continuous Assessment: All students have the right to be evaluated according to the final evaluation 
procedure independently of whether or not they have participated in the continuous assessment module. In order to 
withdraw from the continuousassessment, they must write the instructor responsible for the course expressing their desire
to do so. Students can withdraw within the first 9 weeks of the course, according to the academic calendar of their centre. 
The form that has to be filled in is available at the website of the faculty http://www.ehu.eus/eu/web/letrak/idazkaritza

Withdrawal from an Exam Call: Withdrawal from a call will be assessed as "no grade reported" [no presentado/a, 
ezaurkeztua].

1. In the case of continuous assessment , 

a. If the final exam is worth more than 40%: not sitting the exam on the official date of the exam qualifies as an automatic 

ORDINARY EXAMINATION PERIOD:  GUIDELINES AND OPTING OUT

 - Multiple choice test   10%
 - Oral defence   10%
 - Individual assignments   70%
 - Teamwork assignments (problem solving, Project design)    5%
 - Oral presentation of assigned tasks, Reading¿    5%
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withdrawal from the corresponding call.

b. If the final exam is worth 40% or less: all students can withdraw from a call until at least one month before the date of 
the end of the teaching schedule of the corresponding course. This withdrawal must be submitted in writing to the 
instructor responsible for the course.

2. In the case of final assessment, not sitting the exam on the official date of the exam qualifies as an automatic 
withdrawal from the corresponding call.

The new regulation about assessment can be found at the following link: 

http://www.ehu.eus/es/web/estudiosdegrado-gradukoikasketak/ebaluaziorako-arautegia



FINAL EXAM- 50 %

2.500 WORD ESSAY ON A GIVEN SUBJECT- 50 %


EXTRAORDINARY EXAMINATION PERIOD: GUIDELINES AND OPTING OUT

The mark will be based on an exam (50%) and an 8/10 page essay.





The new regulation about assessment can be found at the following link: 

http://www.ehu.eus/es/web/estudiosdegrado-gradukoikasketak/ebaluaziorako-arautegia





Information on the use of resources and materials :



Exam: The use of mobile or electronic devices, notes, books is not allowed 

Home-assignments: the work submitted by the students must be their own work and must have been written completely 
by themselves. The students must identify and include the source of all facts, ideas, opinions and viewpoints of others 
through in-text referencing and the relevant sources should all be included in the list of references at the end of their work.
Direct quotations from books, journal articles, internet sources or any other source must be acknowledged and the sources
cited must be identified in the list of references.

The regulation about assessment can be found at the following link: 

http://www.ehu.eus/es/web/estudiosdegrado-gradukoikasketak/ebaluaziorako-arautegia



Withdrawal from an Exam call: Withdrawal from a call will be assessed as "no grade reported" [no presentado/a, 
ezaurkeztua].Not sitting the exam on the official date of the exam qualifies as an automatic withdrawal from the 
corresponding call.




The teacher will provide students with a photocopy folder that will be found at the photocopy service room in the Faculty of
Arts. Most of the texts, however, will also be attached in the Moodle platform, which we will be using continuously in our 
sessions. 

MANDATORY MATERIALS

BIBLIOGRAFÍA

Bassnett, Susan. Studying British Culture, Routledge:London, 1997

Bedarida, François. A Social History of England, Routledge: London, 1991.

Bradbury, Malcolm & Temperley, Howard. Introduction to American Studies, 3rd ed., Longman: London, 1998.

Brogan, Hugh. The Pelican History of the United States of America. 3rd ed. London: Pelican Books, 2001.

Bromehaed, Peter. Life in Modern Britain. 6th ed. London: Longman, 1999.

Gidley, Mick. Modern American Culture: An Introduction, Longman: London, 1993.

Garwood, Christopher et al..Aspects of Britain and the USA. Oxford: Oxford UP, 1992.

Hernández Alonso, Juan J..Los Estados Unidos de América: Historia y Cultura. Salamanca: Ediciones Colegio de España,
2002.

Luedtke, Luther S., ed.. Making America: The Society and Culture of the United States. New Delhi: Tata McGraw-Hill 
Publishing Co., Ltd., 1998. 

Mauk, David and Oakland, John. American Civilization. An Introduction. 5th edition. London: Routledge. 

Norton, Marybeth et al.. A People and a Nation. New York: Houghton Mifflin, 2000.

Oakland, John. British Civilization. An Introduction. 6th edition. London: Routledge, 2006, 

Basic bibliography

Bassnett, Susan. Studying British Culture, Routledge:London, 1997
Bedarida, François. A Social History of England, Routledge: London, 1991.
Bradbury, Malcolm & Temperley, Howard. Introduction to American Studies, 3rd ed., Longman: London, 1998.
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Detailed bibliography
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www.british-history.ac.uk

http://www3.oup.co.uk/tweceb/contents/

http://www.LibraryofCongress.gov

http://www.memory.loc.gov/

www.digitalhistory.org
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