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STUDENT PROTESTS 

 
 

 
A group of UK university students are demanding partial refunds of their university 
fees, due to the coronavirus restrictions which have severely limited their university 
experience. This comes at a time when over 2,600 students and staff in 50 UK 
universities have confirmed cases of Covid-19. Thousands of students have been told 
to self-isolate, while face-to-face lessons have been replaced by online lectures.  

The group, Refund Us Now, has been asking for a 15% cash refund for all students 
who have been forced to comply with strict rules by their universities. The fifteen 
percent corresponds to the amount by which online learning was found to be less 
effective than in-person teaching, according to one international study. 

At the beginning of the term, students were encouraged to attend campus. They were 
promised a safe university experience involving a blend of online and face-to-face 
teaching. Instead, many have been forced to stay inside halls of residence, socialising 
only with the students with whom they share kitchen and bathroom facilities. Many of 
them feel they have been abandoned and mistreated. 

However...will they get a refund? There are calls for students to ask for their money 
back if the quality of their learning is severely impacted by the new conditions. But 

students who have been told to self-isolate at 
short notice in student accommodation are 
receiving food, essential items and some financial 
assistance. It seems that students will have to 
accept their unfortunate university experience as 
just another unwelcome impact of the Covid-19 
outbreak. 

Adapted from: https://test-english.com/reading/ 
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Reading Comprehension (7 marks) 

 

I. Choose the correct answer (2 marks) 

 
1. The number of people who have confirmed cases of coronavirus at UK 

Universities are 

A. around 2,600 students and 50 university workers 

B. 2,600 university students and staff in 50 universities 

C. 2,600 students and staff in more than 50 universities 

D. more than 2,600 students and staff in 50 universities 

 

2. When self-isolated, students can only socialise with 

A. their classmates.  

B. student association members.  

C. other students in their halls of residence. 

D. cooks and cleaning staff in their campus. 

 

3. Students are called to ask for their money back if  

A. they only have face-to-face lessons.  

B. their teachers have been infected by coronavirus. 

C. they have lost, on average, 15% of their face-to-face study time. 

D. the quality of their learning has decreased due to the pandemic situation. 

 

d) The writer’s opinion is that 

A. students won’t get what they ask for. 

B. confirmed cases will still have to self-isolate. 

C. students are at greater risk from Covid-19 impact. 

D. coronavirus figures presently suggest a higher risk. 
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II. Are these statements TRUE or FALSE? Justify your answers based on 
information from the text, rewriting the original sentences in your own words or 
quoting properly (2 marks) 
 
1. Universities recommended to students that they should attend the university in 
person. 
 
2. If students are not allowed to leave their accommodation, they are being provided 
with food and other necessary supplies. 
 
III. Answer the following questions according to the information given in the text. 
Write complete sentences using your own words. Do not copy from the text (2 
marks) 
 
1. What does an international study say about online learning effectiveness? 

2. What did Universities promise students at the beginning of the term? 

 
IV. Find words in the text meaning the following: (1 mark) 
 
compensation-repayment   

obliged-compelled    

combination-mixture   

extremely-seriously   

undesirable-displeasing   
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Writing (3 marks) 

Write an answer to one of the questions below (80-100 words). 

1. Protest at your school 

 
 

 

Due to the present pandemic situation, your Head teacher is thinking about cancelling 
face-to-face learning for the remainder of the year. Write an essay persuading your 
principal to allow you to continue attending in-person lessons. Use specific reasons 
and examples to support your response. 

 

2. You see this announcement on your school website: 
 

 

ARTICLES WANTED 

 

How do you feel about the new restrictions because of 
the pandemic? Do you feel mistreated for being young?  

Do you think young people should join together and 
protest against them? 

 

Write us an article answering that question 

 

We will publish the best articles on our blog 
 

 

Write your article. 
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A group of UK university students are demanding partial refunds of their university fees, due 
to the coronavirus restrictions which have severely limited their university experience. This 
comes at a time when over 2,600 students and staff in 50 UK universities have confirmed 
cases of Covid-19. Thousands of students have been told to self-isolate, while face-to-face 
lessons have been replaced by online lectures.  

The group, Refund Us Now, has been asking for a 15% cash refund for all students who have 
been forced to comply with strict rules by their universities. The fifteen percent corresponds to 
the amount by which online learning was found to be less effective than in-person teaching, 
according to one international study. 

At the beginning of the term, students were encouraged to attend campus. They were 
promised a safe university experience involving a blend of online and face-to-face teaching. 
Instead, many have been forced to stay inside halls of residence, socialising only with the 
students with whom they share kitchen and bathroom facilities. Many of them feel they have 
been abandoned and mistreated. 

However...will they get a refund? There are calls for students to ask for their money back if the 
quality of their learning is severely impacted by the new conditions. But students who have 

been told to self-isolate at short notice in student 
accommodation are receiving food, essential items 
and some financial assistance. It seems that students 
will have to accept their unfortunate university 
experience as just another unwelcome impact of the 
Covid-19 outbreak. 

Adapted from: https://test-english.com/reading/ 
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Reading Comprehension (7 marks) 

I. Choose the correct answer (2 marks) 

 
1. The number of people who have confirmed cases of  coronavirus at UK Universities 

are 

A. around 2,600 students and 50 university workers 

B. 2,600 university students and staff in 50 universities 

C. 2,600 students and staff in more than 50 universities 

D. more than 2,600 students and staff in 50 univers ities 

 

2. When self-isolated, students can only socialise with 

A. their classmates.  

B. student association members.  

C. other students in their halls of residence.  

D. cooks and cleaning staff in their campus. 

 

3. Students are called to ask for their money back if  

A. they only have face-to-face lessons.  

B. their teachers have been infected by coronavirus. 

C. they have lost, on average, 15% of their face-to-face study time. 

D. the quality of their learning has decreased due to the pandemic situation.  

 

d) The writer’s opinion is that 

A. students won’t get what they ask for.  

B. confirmed cases will still have to self-isolate. 

C. students are at greater risk from Covid-19 impact. 

D. coronavirus figures presently suggest a higher risk. 
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II. Are these statements TRUE or FALSE? Justify your an swers based on information

from the text, rewriting the original sentences in your own words or quoting properly (2 
marks) 

1. Universities recommended to students that they should attend the university in person.
It is true. According to the text, “at the beginning  of the term, students were encouraged
to attend campus.”

2. If students are not allowed to leave their accommodation, they are being provided with food
and other necessary supplies.
The text states, “students who have been told to sel f-isolate at short notice in student
accommodation are receiving food, essential items and some financial assistance”, so
it is true.

III. Answer the following questions according to the inf ormation given in the text. Write

complete sentences using your own words. Do not copy from the text (2 marks)

1. What does an international study say about online learning effectiveness?

An international study states that online learning i s 15% less effective than in-person

learning.

2. What did Universities promise students at the beginning of the term?

University promised students a safe university exper ience involving a blend of online

and face-to-face teaching .

IV. Find words in the text meaning the following: (1 mark)

compensation-repayment refund  

obliged-compelled forced  

combination-mixture blend  

extremely-seriously severely  

undesirable-displeasing unwelcome  
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Writing (3 marks) 

Write an answer to one of the questions below (80-1 00 words). 

 

1. Protest at your school 

 
 

 

Due to the present pandemic situation, your Head teacher is thinking about cancelling face-to-
face learning for the remainder of the year. Write an essay persuading your principal to allow 
you to continue attending in-person lessons. Use specific reasons and examples to support 
your response. 
 

 

2. You see this announcement on your school website : 
 

 

ARTICLES WANTED 

 

How do you feel about the new restrictions because of the 
pandemic? Do you feel mistreated for being young?  Do you 
think young people should join together and protest against 

them? 

 

Write us an article answering that question 

 

We will publish the best articles on our blog 
 

 

Write your article. 
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