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Conceptions

Challenges
Experiences

Curricular intentions
Teaching approaches
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Judgments, diagnoses
Innovations, improvements
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Conceptions

Challenges
Experiences

Curricular intentions
Teaching approaches

Each level implies an understanding 
of what should be done and achieved
Each step requires a "conceptual 
change"
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Judgments, diagnoses
Innovations, improvements
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What does it 
mean to learn?

(in general)

What is 
knowledge? 
How is built?

(in this 
discipline)
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What does it 
mean to learn?

(in general)

What is 
needed in the 
professional 

field?

What is the 
role of higher 
education?

What is 
knowledge? 
How is built?

(in this 
discipline)

What should 
this course 
provide?
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What does it 
mean to learn?

(in general)

What is 
needed in the 
professional 

field?

What is the 
role of higher 
education?

What is 
knowledge? 
How is built?

(in this 
discipline)

What does it 
mean to learn 
this subject?

Curricular 
intentions

What should 
this course 
provide?
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How do you 
learn?

(in general)

What does it 
mean to learn?

(in general)

What is 
needed in the 
professional 

field?

What is the 
role of higher 
education?

What is 
knowledge? 
How is built?

(in this 
discipline)

What does it 
mean to learn 
this subject?

Curricular 
intentions

What does it 
mean to 
teach?

(in general)

What should 
this course 
provide?

��m�*'��t�G�$jG��������4�ws�ff|�
��m�*'��t�G�$jG�
���*v\��in�\��&
��m�*'��t�G�$jG�$M� ���^�v�X�!�=
��m�*'��t�G�$jG��~�/���D׫��	__�
��m�*'��t�G�$jG��ܡ���Wu��ѿ�1S�
��m�*'��t�G�$jG���^Ҧ�˯U��z���a
��m�*'��t�G�$jG��Q#�%^��
Q������
��m�*'��t�G�$jG��R�X�]���a�IfSP:
��m�*'��t�G�$jG�����5�������'\�


MDAD • Niveles como concepciones

Idoia Fernández & Javier Paricio
Marco de desarrollo académico docente (MDAD)

EuroSoTL19
June 13-14th 2019 • Bilbao

How do you 
learn?

(in general)

What does it 
mean to learn?

(in general)

What is 
needed in the 
professional 

field?

What is the 
role of higher 
education?

What is 
knowledge? 
How is built?

(in this 
discipline)

What are the 
students capable of, 

what are they 
interested in ...?

What does it 
mean to learn 
this subject?

Curricular 
intentions

What does it 
mean to 
teach?

(in general)

What should 
this course 
provide?
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How do you 
learn?

(in general)

What does it 
mean to learn?

(in general)

What is 
needed in the 
professional 

field?

What is the 
role of higher 
education?

What is 
knowledge? 
How is built?

(in this 
discipline)

What are the 
students capable of, 

what are they 
interested in ...?

What does it 
mean to learn 
this subject?

Curricular 
intentions

What does it 
mean to 
teach?

(in general)

Values, 
commitments

What should 
this course 
provide?

Closed or 
open? 

Hypothesis or 
conclusion?
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How do you 
learn?

(in general)

What does it 
mean to learn?

(in general)

How should 
this subject be 

learned and 
taught?

What is the role of 
faculty and 

students in that 
process?

What is 
needed in the 
professional 

field?

What is the 
role of higher 
education?

What is 
knowledge? 
How is built?

(in this 
discipline)

What are the 
students capable of, 

what are they 
interested in ...?

What does it 
mean to learn 
this subject?

Approaches 
to the 

teaching & 
learning 
process

Curricular 
intentions

What does it 
mean to 
teach?

(in general)

Values, 
commitments

What should 
this course 
provide?

Closed or 
open? 

Hypothesis or 
conclusion?
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Dimensiones

¿Qué cualidades caracterizan la buena 
docencia universitaria?

¿Cómo se progresa 
en cada una de las 

dimensiones de 
buena docencia?

B1 B2 B3

Niveles

Descriptores para cada 
dimensión y nivel

N1
N2
N3
N4

¿Qué significa 
progresar como 

docente en la
universidad?
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BLOQUE I
Currículo:

¿qué enseñamos?

BLOQUE II
Procesos: ¿cómo aprenden?, ¿cómo enseñamos?

BLOQUE III
Fundamentos: ¿por qué hacemos lo que hacemos?

Conocimiento 
disciplinar y 
profesional

Dimensión 3.1.
Conocimiento 
de educación 

superior

Dimensión 3.2.

Valores 
éticos y 

compromiso

Dimensión 3.3.
Coordinación 
y contribución 

al proyecto 
común

Dimensión 3.4.
Mejora e

innovación
docente

Dimensión 3.5.

Investigación 
en educación 

superior

Dimensión 3.6.

Aprendizaje 
activo y

constructivo

Dimensión 2.1.

Aprendizaje 
colaborativo

Dimensión 2.2.
Orientación 

al aprendizaje 
profundo

Dimensión 2.3.
Interacción 

profesorado-
estudiantes

Dimensión 2.4.

Auto-
regulación

Dimensión 2.5.
Evaluación 

como
aprendizaje

Dimensión 2.6.
Entornos de 
aprendizaje 

constructivos

Dimensión 2.7.

Definición y 
coherencia 
curricular

Dimensión 1.1.

Valor y
sentido del
currículo

Dimensión 1.2.
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Information set 
(theories, concepts, 
technical 
procedures, etc.)

OBJECT ASSIMILATION
Reproduction
(re-explain once 
"internalized", 
execute once 
practiced)
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Information set 
(theories, concepts, 
technical 
procedures, etc.)

OBJECT ASSIMILATION
Reproduction
(re-explain once 
"internalized", 
execute once 
practiced)

Facilitate that 
assimilation: 
Make contents 
accessible
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Facilitate that 
assimilation: 
Make contents 
accessible ORGANIZATION, 

CLARITY

DIALOGUE

FUNDAMENTAL 
COGNITIVE 

PROCESSING
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Facilitate that 
assimilation: 
Make contents 
accessible

INTEREST

ORGANIZATION, 
CLARITY

DIALOGUE

FUNDAMENTAL 
COGNITIVE 

PROCESSING

SUPPORT
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Facilitate that 
assimilation: 
Make contents 
accessible

CLOSENESS

CLARITY AND COHERENCE OF
AIMS AND EXPECTATIVES

Transparency
AssessmentCoherence 

Criteria-based

Resources for

Clarity / Structure
Flexibility

PERCEPTION OF
RELEVANCE

Programme
Explicit
Coherence
Actualized

INTEREST

ORGANIZATION, 
CLARITY

DIALOGUE

FUNDAMENTAL 
COGNITIVE 

PROCESSING

SUPPORT

Communication
Accesibility
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Ability / effectiveness to 
solve / face certain types of 
challenges or problems 
characteristic of a certain 
field (well-determined 
learning outcomes)

COMPETENCE (SKILLS) PRACTICE
Theoretical knowledge 
associated with 
problems and 
concrete actions

Transfer 
capacity to 
practical 
situations

“TO DO”, AN EFFECTIVE PRACTICE: 
Opportunities / experiences to test and 
develop the ability to face these 
challenges effectively and efficiently
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Ability / effectiveness to 
solve / face certain types of 
challenges or problems 
characteristic of a certain 
field (well-determined 
learning outcomes)

COMPETENCE (SKILLS) PRACTICE

Provide the opportunity / 
experience
Offer the necessary 
resources, support and 
guidance

Theoretical knowledge 
associated with 
problems and 
concrete actions

Transfer 
capacity to 
practical 
situations

“TO DO”, AN EFFECTIVE PRACTICE: 
Opportunities / experiences to test and 
develop the ability to face these 
challenges effectively and efficiently
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Provide the opportunity / 
experience
Offer the necessary 
resources, support         
and guidance

UNDERSTANDIN
G

ACTIVE / 
CONSTRUCTIVE

COOPERATIVE

CONTEXTUALIZED
ACADEMIC

CHALLENGE
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Provide the opportunity / 
experience
Offer the necessary 
resources, support         
and guidance

UNDERSTANDIN
G

ACTIVE / 
CONSTRUCTIVE

COOPERATIVE

AUTONOMY 
OWNESS

CONFIDENCE 
SUPPORT ENGAGEMENT

CONTEXTUALIZED
ACADEMIC

CHALLENGE
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Provide the opportunity / 
experience
Offer the necessary 
resources, support         
and guidance

UNDERSTANDIN
G

ACTIVE / 
CONSTRUCTIVE

COOPERATIVE

Constructivist 
learning 

environments

AUTONOMY 
OWNESS

Owness of 
aims, activities 

and criteria Flexibility 
(authority, 

reponsability)

Beliefs of       
auto-eficacy

Cognitive 
support 

(scaffolding)

Social 
climate

Commitment 
with student 

success CONFIDENCE 
SUPPORT ENGAGEMENT

Assessment Shared
Formative

Authentic

CONTEXTUALIZED
ACADEMIC

CHALLENGE
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TRANSFORMATION DEVELOPMENT
Knowledge 
structure, dense, 
organized and 
contextualized

Ability to face 
complexity 
and novelty

Integration in a community of 
practice (criteria, values, 
relationships, ways of being and 
acting, references ...)

Ways of thinking, 
practicing and being 
proper to an expert
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TRANSFORMATION DEVELOPMENT

Offer / enable high-level 
challenges
Encourage and support 
individual development
Build a learning community

Knowledge 
structure, dense, 
organized and 
contextualized

Ability to face 
complexity 
and novelty

Integration in a community of 
practice (criteria, values, 
relationships, ways of being and 
acting, references ...)

Ways of thinking, 
practicing and being 
proper to an expert
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HIGH LEVEL 
REASONING

Complexity

DEEP 
LEARNING HIGH IMPACT 

PRACTICES

Innovation
SOCIAL 

INTERACTION
Deliberation

CONCEPTUAL 
CHANGE

 INTEGRATION, 
FLEXIBLE 

KNOWLEDGE

Critical Thinking
Dilemma

Offer / enable high-level 
challenges
Encourage and support 
individual development
Build a learning 
community
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HIGH LEVEL 
REASONING

Complexity

AUTO-REGULATIONRISK 
DEALING

HIGH LEVEL 
ENGAGEMENT

DEEP 
LEARNING HIGH IMPACT 

PRACTICES

Innovation
SOCIAL 

INTERACTION
Deliberation

CONCEPTUAL 
CHANGE

 INTEGRATION, 
FLEXIBLE 

KNOWLEDGE

Critical Thinking
Dilemma

Offer / enable high-level 
challenges
Encourage and support 
individual development
Build a learning 
community
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HIGH LEVEL 
REASONING

Complexity

Learning 
communities

Communities of 
practice

AUTO-REGULATION

Auto-regulation 
strategies 

Responsability

Metacognition

Safe 
environment

Emotional and 
social support RISK 

DEALING
HIGH LEVEL 

ENGAGEMENT

Assessment
Challenging
Metacognitive
Shared, Agreed

DEEP 
LEARNING HIGH IMPACT 

PRACTICES

Innovation
SOCIAL 

INTERACTION
Deliberation

CONCEPTUAL 
CHANGE

 INTEGRATION, 
FLEXIBLE 

KNOWLEDGE

Critical Thinking
Dilemma

Offer / enable high-level 
challenges
Encourage and support 
individual development
Build a learning 
community


