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Don Manuel Sanz,  a retired captain of the 
Infantry, was sent to Agaña by Mariano Ricafort, 
Governor and Captain General of the Philippines, 
to serve as the Juez de Residencia  for Don José 
de Ganga Herrero, who had been relieved of the 
governorshipof the Mariana Islands in late 1825. 
It was judge Sanz’s duty to carry out the 
residencia, a judicial process whereby he would 
hear whatever complaints there might be against 
the outgoing governor, then report them to the 
Audiencia in Manila. The audiencia, the supreme 
judicial tribunal, would decide on the basis of this 
report what additional action, if any, would be 
taken to redress the grievances presented at the 
residencia proceedings in Agaña.
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